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Facts about the 1960 Corvette #3

10,261 convertibles produced in 1960

Date purchased by Chip Miller: Oct. 24, 2000
Original owner: Briggs Cunningham

Color: white with blue racing stripes & blue
Interior

Engine: 290hp, 283ci
Transmission: four speed




Factory Options on the 60
Cunningham Corvette#3

Heater
Radio delete AT o
Windshield washers e S DA S]]
Temperature-controlled & '
radiator fan L,
Whneel s L5 @ ¥ §
290 hp (fuel injection) engine
Four speed transmission
Positraction

Heavy-duty brakes and steering
Hardtop only & 24-gallon fuel tank




Added for racing in 1960

Stewart Warner gauges in special dash plate
Halbbrandqui ck r el ease fuel ¢
filled in the original gas door)

Halibrand knock off wheels and rear axles w/ Firestone
racing tires

Running lights, Lucas brake lights (in addition to the stock rear lights)

Koni competition shock absorbers, Bendix fuel pumps (2); front additional
sway bar (as in 1959)

Ai rcr aft 0 jpeatlypsed as eadytraging seats

Right hand windshield wiper transmission moved to the center of the cowl to
prevent wipers from interlocking

37 gallon fuel tank for the long endurance race

Brake ducting from the grille area; cooling duct from drivers side front
bumper area i directed air to driver through foot well

NnSebr i ngoi esitinfrant of thesrear tires; special splash pans




Brief Corvette Racmg h|story

Chevrolet pulled the
plug on racing in 1957.
The AMA (American
Manufacturers Assn.)
put a ban on direct
factory teams. — =
The mandate from AMA put a damper on
ZoraDu n t areammsf winning Le Mans.
In 1960 Briggs Cunningham fielded a trio of
Corvettes at Le Mans as a privateer.




Briggs Cunningham

(Team Owner)

Son of a wealthy Cincinnati financier who had made his fortune in
the 19™ century in real estate, railroads, utilities and banking. e
The elder Briggs Cunningham died while Cunningham junior was ks r
just a tyke. i e
Briggs studied engineering.

His wife, Lucy, was an avid yacht racer. Briggs and Lucy won the
Bermudaes b 1 xS 6 L ogel ey
Briggs was introduced to automobiles through concours; this was 7 N NG

the sport of wealthy gentl emen | R AN i/is.
Briggs good friend, Miles Collier, would invite him to his estate where Briggs Swift Cunningham ||
there were races held on his property. They formed the Automobile Jan. 19071 July 2003
Racing Club of America (ARCA).

Briggs traveled to various factories (GM, Chrysler & etc.) around the country and felt there

were no American cars capable of winning Le Mans.

In 1950 (age 43) Briggs took the first job of his life which was President of Cunningham
Motorsit hi s cal l i ng. ]t was closed down in 056 L
business (they were losing money). Briggs built plenty of race cars through this time.

Il n 1958 he decided to take a break from auto
@ e e @ e g e e B B o B
In 1960 Briggs owned a US Jaguar distributor and decided to run one Jag along with three
Corvettes at Le Mans with the best-of-the-best drivers at the wheel.

Briggs sold off his collection of cars to his buddy, Miles Collier, in 1985 as age overtook him.




John Cooper Fitch

(Co-Driver)

Born in Indianapolis, Indiana, August 4, 1917.

The first American to race automobiles successfully

in Europe in the postwar era.

Obtained an engineering degree from Lehigh

University.

A strong racing career from around the world in many

various makes and models of vehicles.

The only American EVER to be on the Mercedes factory team, and

came in first-in-class and fifth overall in the 1955 Mille Miglia (out of a field of
more than 600 cars) in a stone-stock 300 SL Gullwing coupe.

Fitch served as the first manager
the first general manager of Lime Rock Park.

Inventor of the Fitch Barrier: yellow, sand-filled crash cushion used on
highway safety.

P-51 Mustang Pilot, he was shot down and a prisoner of war in WWII.
Design & build the Fitch Phoenix, a Corvair-based sports car.

Fitch has been the recipient of numerous awards. In addition to receiving a
Presidential Citation, Theater Awards, Air Medals, a Purple Heart, and a
POW Medal for his wartime service, Fitch was awarded the Stonex Roadside &*
Safety Award in 1998 and was inducted into the Corvette Hall of Fame (2000) B
and the Sebring Hall of Fame (2002). He was also inducted into the New
England Auto Racers Hall of Fame in 20009.

efforts.

On a more personal note, John is af€t
accomplished a | ot throughout his Ig
dPpEE Oadaellall e e gp s n . iag)| R honoredf_ﬂ



Bob Grossman

(Co-Driver)
lwr ‘

Co-drove with John Fitch during the 1960

Le Mans class victory.

Avid automobile enthusiast who enjoyed
racing cars.

He was a professional singer (a baritone) and
served in the Army in Europe in WWIL.

1963 he was president of the Road Racing

Drivers Club. - _,,:olt S 5
He was among the top 10 finishers of _ © BobGrossman
Le Mans 24 Hour Race in France four years in 10231 2007

a row and captured a class champion in SCCA twice.

After WWII he became a highly regarded dealer in foreign
automobiles.

His work as an artist included doing magazine covers for a
number of news and sports publication.



1960 Cunnmgham Corvettes

Much like Zora Duntov, Briggs
Cunningham had a vision to win

Le Mans with an American car and
team.

Cunningham fielded 3 Corvettes in
1960 at the worlds most prestigious
racee the 24 Hour
Two of the three Corvettes ran at

the 12 hours of Sebring in 1960, :
the #3 Le Mans Corvette was one of the two cars (wearing #1 for this
race). Briggs and John Fitch were driving the car for the 12-hour
Sebring race. During the second stint the axle broke while John Fitch
was at the wheel and the car lost a wheel & flipped (see above pic).
The car was a DNF, of course, but it was fixed for Le Mans and given
the #3 to wear.




1960 Le Mans Race

The trio of Cunningham Corvettes B B .!
were white with blue stripes that -
traditionally identified American
entries in international racing.

Three pairs of racers were on the
team: Cunningham and Bill Kimberly;
Dick Thompson and Fred Windridge;
and John Fitch and Bob Grossman.
Zora Duntov was listed as a reserve ‘

driver but did not drive in the race.

There were 55 entries and four Corvettes in the race (the fourth car
was the Camoradi Corvette).

Cunningham Corvette #1: Kimberly crashed the Corvette during a
heavy rain storm at the 3-hour mark.

Cunningham Corvette #2: Thompson had to dig it out of one of the
numerous sandpits that lined the circuit, and then the overtaxed
engine expired In the 20" hour with Wlndrldge at the wheel.




#3 Cunningham Corvette

Fitch and Grossman continued the race, running as high as 7t place overall
during the cold rainy night of racing.

During the waning hours of the race the engine overheated and lost coolant
but regulations prohibited the team from refilling the radiator.

Lap after lap the #3 Corvette would limp back into the pits; keep in mind
each lap is 8.365 miles. Rules state that fluids could be added at 25-lap
intervals; the #3 could barely make it a lap!

The Cunningham team manager came up with a great idea and ordered the
crew to pack the engine with dry ice ., -
o m e foaamae ¢ &
Overwhelming attention was given
to this Ashow. o G
the car over the finish line with only
seven Ferraris in front of it.

The ice cooled Corvette driven by
Grossman & Fitch took the

checkered flag placingl1st in class Ed
(big bore GT class) and 8™ place
overall.




Corvette victory at Le Mans held!

: : : -
1960 was the first time In V ‘,-
history a Corvette ever » t",ar ,

won its class at the famous’
Le Mans 24 Hour race.
The 1960 Cunningham
Corvette #3 held this title ah s o

for over 40 years! ‘P |

In June 2001 the General

Motors factory supported i > = Juh N ,
#6063 C5-R Corvette that John Fitch and Bob Grossman enjoylndﬁé Dot victory of the
placed 1stin GTS class P

and ironically enough 8™ overall in Le Mans just like in
1960!




What happened next?

After the Le Mans race, Briggs
Cunningham sent the cars backto .~ -~~~ e
the United States. V[T >

Once the race cars were sent back = ,4

to the US, the chief mechanic was

ordered to strip all of theraceparts .

off the cars and put them backto 7" =~

street trim.

All three Cunningham Corvettes were re-painted white and were sold
as street cars.

The roll bar, larger gas tank and halibrand wheels were still on the
vehicles.

#1 Cunningham Corvette is still being sought after today (2010).

#2 Cunningham Corvette is owned by Bruce Meyer located in
California (2010)

#3 is owned by the Chip Miller Family Collection located in Carlisle,
PA (2010) e




1960 #3 Cunningham Corvette Story...

The 1960 Cunningham Corvette #3 was sold to a

privateer; and was used as a club racer for a short period a

of time. [

The vehicle had seven previous owners prior to my father. |

Eventually the car was restored back to a street-trim 1960 % ‘ }ﬁ | }

Corvette red with white coves (pictured to the right). py LR T\

The car was discovered by Corvette enthusiast Kevin 3 "
Mackay back in the 1993 timeframe. (‘ A ‘ . o 3

Kevin talked to my father about the vehicle and promised \:A T v .
hibmihead provide: Kim Wil thit "l‘,k @ .
the owner decided to sell it. . 3

Kevin called the owner persistently year after year to ask — —

if he would be willing to sell the car. In October 2000, the i

day finally came; the owner was willing to sell his beloved My father checking the car out upon arrival to Carlisle, PA.
1960 Corvette (not aware it was an ex-race car).

Kevin Mackay called my father late at night (1am) per earlier instruction from him to call whenever the

car was purchased. My Dad was beside himself. The [&
AT G BT R O o B R SR S R

The car was painstakingly restored by Corvette Repair Inc. of Valley Stream, NY. No expense or detail

was spared. Authentic parts were located or fabricated and the Corvette was restored accurately and

to perfection in 2002.



The street ver sion 660 Corvette

Inc. located in Valley Stream, NY. On October 27, 2000 a
celebration of what went on 40 years ago took place in the
restoration shop. Numerous Corvette aficionados, editors
and friends in the hobby were all invited by my father and
Kevin for the unveiling. Ironically enough it was also my

f at h e'tbitsdayb 8

The paint was stripped off the passenger side fender first to
show the audience there was no damage, ensuring this car
indeed was the #3 Cunningham Corvette.

During the remainder of the paint stripping from the car
there were interviews with Bob Grossman, John Fitch, Kevin
Mackay, Jim Gessner, my father and a few other Corvette
icons.

The celebration brought everyone together and was
incredibly emotional for everyone involved.

Approximately 18 months later the car was restored to
perfection by the best in the business. No detail was omitted
and no expense spared to ensure the vehicle was brought
back to the way it was raced at Le Mans back in 1960. A
brief excerpt from an interview with my father helps

summari ze the effort: ABy the

two little hood hold-downs, we were talking an investment of

$4 000 Ehey Wer e Al qoge 8y

t i me

arrived

wa s
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don

Cunningham Cor v



